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MOTIF AND MATERIAL
A Group Exhibition curated by Bao Dong

Artists: Cai Lei, Shen Liang, Wang Jun, Wang Ningde, Yan Bing, Zang Kunkun

Exhibition Dates: March 20 — April 22, 2017

Exhibition Space: 19" Floor, 18 On Lan St, Central, Hong Kong

Opening Reception: Monday, March 20th, 2017 from 6 — 8pm (Hong Kong Art Gallery Night)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (HONG KONG — Feb 15, 2017):

During Art Basel Hong Kong 2017, Tang Contemporary Art’s Hong Kong space will present an exhibition of six Chinese
contemporary artists: Cai Lei, Shen Liang, Wang Jun, Wang Ningde, Yan Bing, and Zang Kunkun. Entitled “Motif and
Material” and curated by noted curator Bao Dong, the show will open on March 20th, presenting the artists’
conscious mastery of the thematic or formal links between their materials, media, and artworks, links which have
become the core of their artistic ideas. The artworks span painting, sculpture, installation, and photography, with
many of the artists taking multi-media and interdisciplinary approaches.

The word “ZE#4” (pronounced “sucai”, now commonly translated as “source material”) originally meant “motif,”
the basic elements, subject matter, or theme of a piece of art or design. In contemporary artistic practice, this
traditional idea is still relevant, and many artists have developed their artistic languages and working methods based
on their own motifs. Thus, discussions of artists’ methodologies inevitably touch upon their artistic motifs, especially if
we want to analyze the implicit relationship between motifs and methods.

Thus, this exhibition has borrowed on this traditional idea of sucai and divided it into “Motif” (factors, elements) and
“Material” (substance, media). This stresses thematic elements and artistic media, in order to discuss the artists’
conscious mastery of the thematic or formal links between their materials, media, and artworks. Cai Lei’s sculptures
are the combination of the material of concrete and the experience of space. Shen Liang’s painterly conceptions are
revealed in the meticulous depictions of small objects, while Wang Jun manages the dual status of the painted object
and the painting as object. Wang Ningde deconstructs and reconstructs the relationships between photography’s
materiality and technique, and between its social and documentary qualities. Yan Bing’s work combines country mud
and modern objects in daily life, and Zang Kunkun intervenes in the relationship between the objects inside the
paintings and the objects outside the paintings.

In the work of these artists, materials and methods do not exist outside of subject matter, having an aesthetic and
conceptual value that is constructed together with the theme. Their artistic practices echo their experiences, and
more importantly, re-stimulate the activity of their respective artistic categories.

ABOUT THE CURATOR

Bao Dong is an art critic and independent curator based in Beijing. In contributing essays to the artistic dialogue and
other forms of involvement, Bao has established himself as a leading curator and critic of work by the new generation.
His articles have been widely published in art journals and artist monographs both at home and abroad. He has
curated many exhibitions for a wide range of art institutions including Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, the Art
Center of Chulalongkorn University, Guangdong Times Museum, Shanghai Minsheng Art Museum, etc. He was
awarded the Asian Cultural Council (ACC) fellowship grant in 2014, and became a nominee of Independent Curators
International’s (ICl) 2014 Independent Vision Curatorial Award. In 2014, he initiated and co-founded the Journal of
Contemporary Chinese Art Studies, an annual academic publication with a special focus on facilitating alliance among
art professionals and non-profit art institutions across the country.

The curator will be present and available for interviews, please contact us in advance for scheduling.
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Yan Bing | BK
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134 x 42 cm
Tang Contemporary Art info@tangcontemporary.com.hk
19" Floor, 18 On Lan Street, Central, Hong Kong +852 2682 8289
Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11lam — 7pm WeChat: tang_contemporary / IG: tangcontemporaryart

ABOUT TANG CONTEMPORARY ART

Tang Contemporary Art was established in 1997 in Bangkok, later establishing galleries in Beijing and most recently
Hong Kong. The gallery is fully committed to producing critical projects and exhibitions to promote Contemporary
Chinese art regionally and worldwide, and encourage a dynamic exchange between Chinese artists and those abroad.
Acting as one of the most progressive and critically driven exhibition spaces in China, the gallery strives to initiate
dialogue between artists, curators, collectors and institutions working both locally and internationally. A roster of
groundbreaking exhibitions has earned them international recognition, establishing their status as a pioneer of the
contemporary art scene in Asia.

Tang Contemporary Art represents leading figures in Chinese art including Ai Weiwei, Huang Yong Ping, Shen Yuan,
Wang Du, Liu Xiaodong, Yang Jiechang, Xia Xiaowan, Sun Yuan & Peng Yu, Yan Lei, Wang Yin, Guo Wei, Zheng Guogu,
Michael Lin, Lin Yilin, He An, Zhao Zhao, Wang Yuyang, Weng Fen, Yang Yong, Xu Hualing, Xu Qu, XU Xiaoguo, Ji Zhou,
Cai Lei, Ling Jian and Chen Wenbo, additionally collaborating with international artists such as Rirkrit Tiravanija, Navin
Rawanchaikul, Sakarin Krue-on and Prasert Yodkaew.
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Acrylic on canvas | %1 H A %
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Shen Liang | BB=

No. 3, 2016

Acrylic, lead powder, paper | A% $5%) 4L
120 x 230 cm
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