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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (BANGKOK - May 4, 2017):

“World History” is about the history of the world, but world history in the true sense only emerged after the
Age of Discovery, which was accompanied by the global colonization and expansion of European capitalism.
From a certain perspective, world history is also a narrative of modernity. As a system of knowledge or an
everyday idea, capitalism is a logical discourse that interacts with us (at least those of us in China) over a period
of time and is inevitably projected onto our contemporary art.

“The fundamental event of the modern age is the conquest of the world as picture.” Heidegger’s interpretation
of the mechanical era was the formal and narrative starting point for this exhibition, “World History.” Pictures,
in Heidegger’s view, were a technological method that man used against nature, stemming from the worldview
that differentiated subject and object in ancient Greek philosophy. Even as its goal (or result) is to confirm
human subjectivity, it also transforms people into a measure and a foundation for other existences. Especially
in the modern context, with modern technological conditions, this origin point is subordinate to Western
modern society and thought, and it has actually become a universal modern concept for humanity.

In Wang Mai’s works Pearlescent No. 2 and Space Bodhisattva, space technologies are portrayed as new
national myths or ideologies because, in the modern age, we believe in and accept the position of instrumental
rationality (science) in governing the world. Thus, “the world as picture” is also an everyday state. Through the
random presentation of pictures, Hu Weiyi's video installation Glance very clearly shows this subjective
intermediate world. As a self-reflection, human subjectivity, whether severing or uniting identity, can describe
and explain our bodies, which is, in a way, predicated on “people who can extricate themselves from existential
truth.”

As an exhibition, “World History” is not a direct discussion of world history; it is an attempt to weave a visual
scene full of the implications of world history from the four conceptual perspectives of nature (Guo Hongwei
and Wen Yipei), the body (Jiang Pengyi and Shen Han), identity (Guan Jun and Xu Qu), and images (Hu Weiyi
and Wang Mai). Through the intertextual relationships between the artworks, the exhibition presents a
historical, silhouetted relationship between capitalism and cosmopolitanism.

ABOUT THE CURATOR

Sun Dongdong, born 1977 in Nanjing, China, is a curator, critic, and freelance writer. He graduated in 2001 from
the Nanjing University of the Arts with a degree in Fine Arts. In 2005, he received his MFA in Art History from
the Nanjing University of the Arts. Since 2001, he has been involved in criticism and curation of Chinese
contemporary art. In 2009, he began working at LEAP magazine as a senior editor, covering scholarship and
exhibition reviews. In 2014, he was chosen to be one of seven members of the Pinchuk Art Foundation’s Future
Generation Art Prize selection committee. Sun Dongdong currently lives and works in Beijing.
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Artist and curator will be present and available for interviews, please contact us in advance for scheduling.

Tang Contemporary Art tangcontemporarybkk@gmail.com | +6626522732
3rd Floor, The Golden Place Plaza, WecChat: tang_contemporary / IG: tangcontemporaryart
RajdamriRoad, Lumphini, Pathumwan Bangkok, www.tangcontemporary.com

10330, Thailand
Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11am - 7pm

ABOUT TANG CONTEMPORARY ART

Tang Contemporary Art was established in 1997 in Bangkok, later establishing galleries in Beijing and most
recently Hong Kong. The gallery is fully committed to producing critical projects and exhibitions to promote
Contemporary Chinese art regionally and worldwide, and encourage a dynamic exchange between Chinese
artists and those abroad.

Acting as one of the most progressive and critically driven exhibition spaces in China, the gallery strives to
initiate dialogue between artists, curators, collectors and institutions working both locally and internationally.
A roster of groundbreaking exhibitions has earned them international recognition, establishing their status as a
pioneer of the contemporary art scene in Asia.

Tang Contemporary Art represents leading figures in Chinese art including Ai Weiwei, Huang Yong Ping, Shen
Yuan, Wang Du, Liu Xiaodong, Yang Jiechang, Xia Xiaowan, Sun Yuan & Peng Yu, Yan Lei, Wang Yin, Guo Wei,
Zheng Guogu, Michael Lin, Lin Yilin, He An, Zhao Zhao, Wang Yuyang, Weng Fen, Yang Yong, Xu Hualing, Xu Qu,
XU Xiaoguo, Ji Zhou, Cai Lei, Ling Jian and Chen Wenbo, additionally collaborating with international artists
such as Rirkrit Tiravanija, Navin Rawanchaikul, Sakarin Krue-on and Prasert Yodkaew.
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World History - Under, 2017. Oil on canvas. 150 x 100 cm.
{5 R, 2017. FoTHEHE. 150 x 100 cm.
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